
AGREEMENT --------- 
FOR --- 

THE ESTABLISHMENT OF .................... 
AN ................................................... ASSEMBLY OF CARIBBEAN COMMUNITY PARLIAMENTARIANS 



AGREEMENT --------- 
FOR --- 

THE ESTABLISHMENT OF .................... 
AN-ASSEELY-QE-GARIBEE_AN-CO~NITY_-EARLIAMEN_TARIANS 

THE TENTH MEETING OF THE CONFERENCE OF HEADS OF GOVERNMENT OF THE 

CARIBBEAN COMMUNITY HELD AT GRAND ANSE, GRENADA, FROM 3RD TO 7TH 

J U L Y ,  1989, having determined t h a t  t h e r e  should be e s t a b l i s h e d  an 

ASSEMBLY OF CARIBBEAN COMMUNITY PARLIAMENTARIANS a s  a d e l i b e r a t i v e  

body f o r  deepening t h e  In tegra t ion  Movement; 

THE CONTRACTING PARTIES HEREBY AGREE AS FOLLOWS: 

Def in i t ions  ----------- 

I n  t h i s  Agreement, un less  t h e  context  otherwise requi res :  

"Associate I n s t i t u t i o n "  means any I n s t i t u t i o n  recognised 

o r  designated a s  an Associate I n s t i t u t i o n  of t h e  

Community under A r t i c l e  1 4  of t h e  Treaty; 

"~ssoc ia te  Member" means any Country admitted a s  an 

Associate Member of t h e  Community by t h e  Conference and 

a Pa r ty  t o  t h i s  Agreement; 

"Community" means t h e  Caribbean Community e s t a b l i s h e d  

by t h e  Treaty; 

"Council" means the  Common Market Council e s t ab l i shed  

under t h e  Annex t o  the  Treaty; 

"Conference" means t h e  Conference of Heads of Government 

of t h e  Caribbean Community; 

" I n s t i t u t i o n "  means an I n s t i t u t i o n  es t ab l i shed  and 

designated under A r t i c l e  10 of t h e  Treaty; 

"Member S t a t e "  means a Member S t a t e  of t h e  Community 

Par ty  t o  t h i s  Agreement; 

"Parliament" includes t h e  Legis la ture  of a Member S t a t e  

o r  an Associate  Member; 

"Sec re ta r i a t "  means the  Community S e c r e t a r i a t ;  

"Secretary-General' '  means t h e  Secretary-General of t h e  

Community; 



"Treaty" m e a n s  t he  Treaty Establ ish ing t h e  Caribbean 

Community and Common Market done a t  Chaguaramas on t he  

4th July,  1973. 

ARTICLE --------- 2 

Member S t a t e s  hereby e s t a b l i s h  an Assembly of Caribbean 

Community Parliamentarians having t he  membership, powers and 

funct ions he re ina f te r  speci f ied .  

ARTICLE 3 --------- 

Membershie --------- 

1. The Assembly s h a l l  cons i s t  of r epresen ta t ives  of Member 

S t a t e s  and Pssocia te  Members e lec ted  by t h e i r  Parliaments o r  

appointed i n  such manner from t h e i r  membership as t h e  Parliaments 

s h a l l  decide. 

2. Each Member S t a t e  s h a l l  be e n t i t l e d  t o  no t  more than four  

represen ta t ives  a t  meetings of t he  Assembly and each Associate 

Member s h a l l  be e n t i t l e d  t o  no t  more than two representa t ives .  

3. There s h a l l  be e lec ted  o r  appointed by t he  respect ive  

Parliaments of Member S t a t e s  o r  Associate Members from their 
Membership a l t e r n a t e s  f o r  t h e  representa t ives  of Member S t a t e s  

o r  Associate Members who s h a l l  be e n t i t l e d  t o  a t t end  meetings of 

t h e  Assembly and t o  speak and vote i n  t h e  Assembly i n  t h e  absence 

of t h e  member of t h e  Assembly fo r  whom t h e  a l t e r n a t e  has been 

e lec ted  o r  appointed. 

ARTICLE 4 --------- 

Objectives of t he  Assembly -- ..................... 

The ob jec t ives  of t h e  Assembly s h a l l  be: 

( a )  t o  involve t h e  people of t he  Community, through 

t h e i r  representa t ives ,  i n  t h e  process of 

consolidat ing and strengthening t h e  Community; 



(b) t o  provide oppor tuni t ies  f o r  involvement i n  t h e  

i s sues  of t h e  i n t eg ra t i on  process by m e m b e r s  of 

Parliament i n  each Member S t a t e  and Associate 

M e m b e r ,  i n  addi t ion  t o  those who now p a r t i c i p a t e ;  

(c) t o  provide a forum f o r  people of t h e  Community t o  

make t h e i r  views known through t h e i r  representa t ives ;  

(d) t o  provide more frequent contac t  i n  t h e  monitoring 

of t he  po l i c i e s  of t he  Community; 

(e) t o  provide enhanced oppor tuni t ies  f o r  t h e  coordina- 

t i o n  of t h e  foreign po l i c i e s  of Member S ta tes ;  

( f )  t o  promote g rea te r  understanding among Member S t a t e s  

and Associate Members f o r  t he  purpose of r e a l i s i n g  

and safeguarding t he  i d e a l s  and p r inc ip l e s  of 

democratic governments i n  t he  Community and 

f a c i l i t a t i n g  t he  economic and soc i a l  advancements 

of t h e i r  peoples; 

(g) t o  encourage t he  adoption by t h e  Governments of 

Member S t a t e s  of the  Community of a common po l icy  

on economic, soc i a l ,  c u l t u r a l ,  s c i e n t i f i c  and l ega l  

matters del ibera ted  upon by t he  Assembly. 

ARTICLE 5 --------- 

1. The Assembly s h a l l  be a de l i be r a t i ve  and consu l ta t ive  

body f o r  t h e  discussion of po l i c i e s ,  programmes and o ther  mat ters  

f a l l i n g  wi th in  t he  scope of the  Treaty. 

2. I n  carrying ou t  i ts funct ions pursuant t o  t h i s  Agreement, 

t h e  Assembly may: 

(a )  make recommendations t o  t h e  Conference, t h e  

Council, I n s t i t u t i o n s ,  Associate I n s t i t u t i o n s ,  and 

t he  Sec re t a r i a t ;  

(b) reques t  from t h e  bodies l i s t e d  i n  sub-paragraph (a )  

of t h i s  paragraph information and r epo r t s  f o r  

discussion;  



(c) d iscuss  and make recommendations on any mat ter  

within t he  scope of t he  ob jec t ives  of t he  

Community; 

(d)  d iscuss  and make recommendations on any matter  

r e fe r red  t o  it by t he  Conference, t he  Council, o r  

any I n s t i t u t i o n  o r  Associate I n s t i t u t i o n ;  

(e) adopt reso lu t ions  on any i s sue  o r  matter  a r i s i n g  

under t h e  Treaty. 

3 .  The Assembly s h a l l  follow accepted parliamentary procedures 

and p r ac t i c e s  and, i n  pa r t i cu l a r ,  may: 

(a )  e s t ab l i sh  such committees, agencies and other  

bodies it considers necessary f o r  t he  e f f i c i e n t  

performance of i t s  functions; and 

(b )  admit a s  observers t o  i t s  de l ibe ra t ions ,  

r epresen ta t ives  of countr ies  not  being Member 

S t a t e s  o r  Associate Members. 

4 .  I t  s h a l l  not be competent f o r  t he  Assembly t o  d iscuss  o r  

adopt any reso lu t ion  on any matter which is exclusively within t he  

domestic j u r i sd i c t i on  of a Member S t a t e  o r  Associate Member of the  

Community and any question whether any matter  i s  within t h e  

competence of t he  Assembly f o r  t he  purposes of t h i s  paragraph 

s h a l l  be decided by t he  Speaker of t h e  Assembly. 

5. Subject t o  t he  provisions of t h i s  Ar t i c l e  and Ar t i c l e  6 ,  

t h e  Assembly s h a l l  have power t o  regu la te  i t s  own proceedings, 

including t he  adoption of Standing Orders. 

ARTICLE 6 - ------ -- 

Meetings 

1. The Assembly s h a l l  m e e t  a t  l e a s t  once i n  every year  wi th  

meetings ro t a t i ng  among Member S t a t e s  and Associate Members, a s  

f a r  a s  prac t icable .  

2 .  Other Meetings of t h e  Assembly may be convened by t h e  
Speaker of t he  Assembly with t he  concurrence of t he  majori ty of the  

Members of the  Assembly. 



3. A t  each meeting of t h e  Assembly, the  represen ta t ives  of 

Member S t a t e s  s h a l l  elect from among t h e i r  number a Speaker who 

s h a l l  p res ide  i n  t he  Assembly and s h a l l  have only a cas t ing  vote.  

4. Member S t a t e s  and Associate Members s h a l l  meet t he  c o s t  

of attendance of t h e i r  r epresen ta t ives  a t  meetings of the Assembly. 

5. 

vote. 

Each represen ta t ive  of a Member S t a t e  s h a l l  have one 

6.  Each representa t ive  of an Associate Member s h a l l  have t h e  

r i g h t  t o  speak bu t  not  t o  vote i n  t h e  Assembly. 

7. With t h e  permission of t he  Assembly, observers may speak 

but  no t  vote  i n  t he  Assembly. 

8. Except a s  otherwise provided i n  t h i s  Agreement, a decis ion  

of t h e  Assembly s h a l l  be by a majority vote of t he  members of 

t he  Assembly present  and voting. 

9 .  The quorum f o r  a meeting of t h e  Assembly s h a l l  be one-third 

of t he  represen ta t ives  of Member S ta tes .  

Meetings of t he  Assembly s h a l l  be conducted i n  publ ic .  

11. The Speaker of t he  Assembly s h a l l  hold o f f i c e  u n t i l  t h e  

e l ec t i on  of t he  next Speaker a t  a subsequent meeting of t he  

Assembly. 

ARTICLE 7 --------- 

Orqanisation and Management -- ------------------ ----- 

1. There s h a l l  be a Clerk of t h e  Assembly, who s h a l l  be t he  

Clerk of t he  Parliament of the  hos t  country. 

2. The Secretary-General s h a l l  designate a senior  o f f i c i a l  

of the  Community to:  

( a )  a s s i s t  i n  coordinating t h e  work of t he  Assembly; 

(b) l i a i s e  with t he  p r inc ipa l  organs, I n s t i t u t i o n s ,  

Associate I n s t i t u t i o n s ,  and o ther  bodies of t h e  

Community, i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t he  de l ibe ra t ions  of the  

Assembly. 

3. Administrative and s e c r e t a r i a l  services  fo r  meetings of 
t h e  Assembly s h a l l  be provided by t he  hos t  country a s s i s t e d ,  t o  t he  

ex ten t  poss ib le ,  by the  Sec re t a r i a t .  



Member S t a t e s  and Associate Members s h a l l  take  a l l  

appropr ia te  measures to:  

( a )  f u l f i l  ob l iga t ions  undertaken by them under t h i s  

Agreement; 

(b)  pursue measures which support t he  attainment of 

the  objec t ives  of t h i s  Agreement. 

ARTICLE 9 --------- 

Signature of Agreement -- ----------- ------- 

This Agreement s h a l l  be open f o r  s ignature  by any Member 

S t a t e  of t he  Community l i s t e d  i n  the  Annex t o  t h i s  Agreement. 

ARTICLE 10 ---------- 

Rat i f i ca t ion  ------------ 

This Agreement s h a l l  be subjec t  t o  r a t i f i c a t i o n  by t he  

s ignatory Member S t a t e s  i n  accordance with t h e i r  respect ive  

cons t i t u t i ona l  procedures. Instruments of Ra t i f i c a t i on  s h a l l  be 

deposi ted with t he  Secretary-General who s h a l l  t ransmit  c e r t i f i e d  

copies t o  t he  Government of each Member S t a t e .  

ARTICLE 11 ---------- 

This Agreement s h a l l  en te r  i n t o  force  on t he  30th day 

a f t e r  t he  date  of t he  deposi t  of t h e  seventh Instrument of 

Ra t i f i c a t i on  by a Member S t a t e  i n  accordance with Article 10 of  

t h i s  Agreement. 



ARTICLE 12 ---------- 

After  t h e  en t ry  i n t o  force  of t h i s  Agreement, any new 

Member S t a t e  o r  any Associate Member of t h e  Community wishing t o  

become p a r t y  t o  t h i s  Agreement s h a l l  depos i t  an appropr ia te  

Instrument of Accession with the  Secretary-General and such 

Accession s h a l l  t a k e  e f f e c t  t h i r t y  days a f t e r  the  r e c e i p t  of t h e  

Instrument. The Secretary-General s h a l l  t ransmi t  a c e r t i f i e d  

copy of t h e  Instrument t o  the  Government of each Member S t a t e  

or Associate  Member of t h e  Community. 

ARTICLE 13 ---------- 

Amendments ---- ------ 

1. A proposal f o r  t h e  amendment of t h i s  Agreement adopted by 

a major i ty  of t h e  r ep resen ta t ives  present  and vot ing and 

represen t ing  three- four ths  of the  P a r t i e s  t o  t h i s  Agreement, i f  

approved by t h e  Conference, s h a l l  be s u b j e c t  t o  r a t i f i c a t i o n  o r  

acceptance by the  P a r t i e s  t o  t h i s  Agreement. 

2. Every such amendment s h a l l  e n t e r  i n t o  fo rce  t h i r t y  days 

a f t e r  t h e  depos i t  of t h e  las t  Instrument of R a t i f i c a t i o n  or 

Acceptance with t h e  Secretary-General who s h a l l  n o t i f y  t h e  P a r t i e s  

t o  t h i s  Agreement of the  e n t r y  i n t o  fo rce  of t h e  amendment. 

ARTICLE 1 4  ---------- 

1. A Member S t a t e  o r  Associate Member of t h e  Community which 

withdraws from membership of t h e  Community i n  accordance w i t h  

A r t i c l e  27 of the  Treaty s h a l l ,  i f  pa r ty  t o  t h i s  Agreement, be 

deemed t o  have withdrawn from t h i s  Agreement with e f f e c t  from the  

exp i ra t ion  of the  t i m e  l imi ted  by t h a t  Article. 



2 .  Without prejudice t o  paragraph 1 of t h i s  A r t i c l e ,  a 

Member S t a t e  o r  Associate Member may withdraw from t h i s  Agreement 

by giving not ice  i n  wr i t ing  t o  the  Secretary-General who s h a l l  

promptly no t i fy  the  o ther  P a r t i e s  t o  t h i s  Agreement. Such 

withdrawal s h a l l  take e f f e c t  twelve months a f t e r  r e ce ip t  of t he  

no t i ce  by t he  Secretary-General. 

3. A Member S t a t e  o r  Associate Member undertakes t o  honour 

any f i nanc i a l  ob l iga t ions  duly assumed by it while it continues 

t o  be a Party t o  t h i s  Agreement. 

I N  WITNESS WHEREOF t h e  undersigned, being duly authorised 

by t h e i r  respect ive  Governments, have a f f ixed  t h e i r  s ignatures  

t o  t h i s  Agreement. 

Done i n  a s i ng l e  copy which i s  deposi ted wi th  t h e  

Secretary-General who s h a l l  t ransmit  c e r t i f i e d  copies  t o  a l l  

P a r t i e s  t o  t h i s  Agreement. 

Signed by A+ 
For Antigua and Barbuda on 17th June, 1993 

a t  S t .  John's, Antigua 

Signed by 

For Barbados on 19 February 1992 

Signed b 

For Belize on 17 November 1994 

a t  Kingston, Jamaica 

F o r  The Beheras o n  23 Xsrch 1993 

at Roseau, Dowinica 



Signed by m-%-J 
For Dominica on 7 July  1993 &H 
Signed by 

- 
For Grenada on 23 M a r c h  1 9 9 3  

a t  R o s e a u ,  D o m i n i c a  

Signed by /&&@- 

For Guyana on 19 February 1992 

a t  Kingston, Jamaica 

Signed by 

For Jamaica on 7 July 1993 

a t  Nassau, The Bahamas 

Signed by /f&. 
For Montserrat on 6 July 1996 

a t  St. Michael, Barbados 

Signed by 

For S t .  R i t t s  and Nevia on 23% qq - \"I& 
a t  St. Michael, Barkadm 

Signed by 
~~~. C 

For S a i n t  Lucia on 8 April 1995 

a t  Castries, Saint Ucia 



Signed by 

For Saint Vincent and the Grenadines on 6# z&/ / f ~ d  

a t  

Signed by PA&&- A 

For Trinidad and Tobago on 28 February 1993 

a t  Nassau, The Bahamas 



Antigua and Barbuda 

The Bahamas 

Barbados 

Belize 

Dominica 

Grenada 

Guyana 

Jamaica 

Montserrat 

St. Kitts and Nevis 

Saint Lucia 

Saint Vincent and the Qrenadines 

Trinidad and Tobago 


