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AGREEMENT ESTABLISHING THE 

CARIBBEAN AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH 

A N D  DEVELOPMENT INSTITUTE 

THE CONTRACTING PARTIES: 

SHARING a common d e t e r m i n a t i o n  t o  promote  s o c i a l  s t a b i l i t y  and a 

b e t t e r  q u a l i t y  of l i f e  f o r  t h e  p e o p l e s  of t h e  Region;  

RECOGNISING t h e  merits of a r e g i o n a l  o r g a n i s a t i o n  f o r  a g r i c u l t u r a l  

r e s e a r c h  and deve lopmen t ;  

AWARE t h a t  t h e  s o l u t i o n  t o  t h e  p rob lems  of a g r i c u l t u r e  on a r e g i o n a l  

b a s i s  w i l l  complement t h e  c u r r e n t  e f f o r t s  t o w a r d s  r e g i o n a l  economic  i n t e g r a t i o n  

and p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  e f f o r t s  t owards  r e g i o n a l  c o - o p e r a t i o n  i n  a g r i c u l t u r a l  

deve lopmen t ;  

CONSCIOUS of t h e  need f o r  e f f i c i e n t  and a d e q u a t e  n a t i o n a l  e x t e n s i o n  

s e r v i c e s ;  

C O N V I N C E D  t h a t  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  a r e g i o n a l  i n s t i t u t i o n  f o r  

a g r i c u l t u r a l  r e s e a r c h  and deve lopmen t  w i l l  f a c i l i t a t e  t h e  a c h i e v e m e n t s  o f  

t h e s e  n e e d s ;  

HEREBY AGREE AS FOLLOWS: 

ARTICLE 1 

ESTABLISHMENT 

The C a r i b b e a n  A g r i c u l t u r a l  Resea rch  and Development  I n s t i t u t e  

( h e r e i n a f t e r  r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  " t h e  I n s t i t u t e " )  is h e r e b y  e s t a b l i s h e d  hav ing  t h e  

membership,  powers and f u n c t i o n s  h e r e i n a f t e r  s p e c i f i e d .  

ARTICLE 2 

MEMBERSHIP 

Membership of t h e  I n s t i t u t e  s h a l l  b e  open t o  - 
( a )  S t a t e s  l i s t e d  i n  t h e  Annex t o  t h i s  Agreement;  

( b )  Any o t h e r  S t a t e  o f  t h e  C a r i b b e a n  Region which becomes a Member 

o r  A s s o c i a t e  Member of t h e  C a r i b b e a n  Community. 

2. The S t a t e s  l i s t e d  i n  t h e  Annex t o  t h i s  Agreement ,  t h e  Governments  of 

which s i g n  t h i s  Agreement i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  Article 1 8  and r a t i f y  i t  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  

w i t h  Article 1 9  s h a l l  become Members of t h e  I n s t i t u t e .  



ARTICLE 3 

OBJECTS OF THE INSTITUTE 

The o b j e c t s  o f  t h e  I n s t i t u t e  s h a l l  b e  - 
( a )  t o  p r o v i d e  f o r  t h e  r e s e a r c h  and deve lopmen t  n e e d s  of t h e  a g r i c u l t u r e  

o f  t h e  Region  a s  i d e n t i f i e d  i n  n a t i o n a l  p l a n s  and p o l i c i e s ;  

( b )  t o  p r o v i d e  a n  a p p r o p r i a t e  r e s e a r c h  and deve lopmen t  s e r v i c e  t o  t h e  

a g r i c u l t u r a l  s e c t o r  of Member S t a t e s ;  

( c )  t o  p r o v i d e  and e x t e n d  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  of new t e c h n o l o g i e s  i n  p r o d u c t i o n ,  

p r o c e s s i n g ,  s t o r a g e  and d i s t r i b u t i o n  of a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t s  of Member 

S t a t e s ;  

( d l  t o  p u r s u e  for  s p e c i f i e d  p e r i o d s  l o n g  term r e s e a r c h  i n  p e r t i n e n t  a r e a s ;  

( e )  t o  p r o v i d e  f o r  t h e  c o - o r d i n a t i o n  and i n t e g r a t i o n  o f  t h e  r e s e a r c h  e n d  

deve lopmen t  e f f o r t s  o f  Member S t a t e s  where  t h i s  is p o s s i b l e  and d e s i r a b l e ;  

( f )  t o  u n d e r t a k e  t e a c h i n g  f u n c t i o n s  n o r m a l l y  a t  t h e  p o s t g r a d u a t e  l e v e l .  

l i m i t e d  t o  t h e  deve lopmen t  of t h e  r e l e v a n t  r e s e a r c h  by a n y  Member S t a t e ;  

( g )  t o  s e e k  t o  a c h i e v e  t h e  optimum d e c e n t r a l i s a t i o n  of f ac i l i t i e s .  

2 .  F o r  t h e  p u r p o s e s  o f  t h i s  A r t i c l e  t h e  I n s t i t u t e  may t a k e  s u c h  a c t i o n  a s  

may b e  n e c e s s a r y  o r  e x p e d i e n t  f o r  t h e  a t t a i n m e n t  of i ts  o b j e c t s  and  t h e  pe r fo rmance  

of i t s  f u n c t i o n s .  

ARTICLE 4 

STRUCTURE 

The I n s t i t u t e  s h a l l  have  - 
( a )  a  Govern ing  Body; 

( b )  a  Board of D i r e c t o r s  w i t h  a Chairman and  Deputy Chairman;  

( c )  a n  E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r ;  and 

( d )  s u c h  o t h e r  o f f i c e r s  and  s t a f f  a s  may b e  n e c e s s a r y .  



ARTICLE -5- 

GOVERNING BODY OF THE INSTITUTE 

1. The S t a n d i n g  Committee o f  M i n i s t e r s  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  A g r i c u l t u r e  

( h e r e i n a f t e r  r e f e r r e d  t o  as "The S t a n d i n g  Committee") s h a l l  b e  t h e  Gove rn ing  

body o f  t h e  I n s t i t u t e .  

2. Wi thou t  p r e j u d i c e  t o  t h e  g e n e r a l i t i e s  o f  p a r a g r a p h  1 o f  t h i s  

Article t h e  S t a n d i n g  Committee s h e l l  have  t h e  power t o  - 
( a )  g i v e  g e n e r a l  o r  s p e c i f i c  p o l i c y  d i r e c t i o n s  t o  t h e  Board  o f  

D i r e c t o r s :  

( b )  a p p o i n t  e n  E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r  a f ter  i t  h a s  c o n s i d e r e d  t h e  

recommendation o f  t h e  Board of D i r e c t o r s  end h a s  c o n s u l t e d  

w i t h  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  t h e  West I n d i e s ;  

( c )  a p p o i n t  t h e  Chairman of t h e  Board o f  D i r e c t o r s ;  

( e )  a u t h o r i s e  a g r e e m e n t s  t o  b e  e n t e r e d  i n t o  w i t h  t h i r d  

c o u n t r i e s  o r  o t h e r  e n t i t i e s ;  

( f )  a p p r o v e  t h e  budge t  o f  t h e  I n s t i t u t e  t o  be p r e p a r e d  

a n n u a l l y  f o r  t h e  n e x t  f o l l o w i n g  t h r e e  f i n a n c i a l  y e a r s ;  

( g )  a p p r o v e  t h e  work programmes a n n u a l l y  f o r  t h e  n e x t  

f o l l o w i n g  t h r e e  f i n e n c i a l  y e a r s .  

ARTICLE 6 

MEPBERSHIP OF THE BOARD 

1, The c o m p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  Board of D i r e c t o r s  ( h e r e i n a f t e r  

r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  " t h e  Board") s h a l l  b e  a s  f o l l o w s  - 
( a )  One Member nominated  by  - . 
).. 

. ,- ( i )  t h e  Government o f  Ba rbados ;  
C '  

. . 
.:- ( i i )  t h e  Government of Guyana; 

: 4. 

( i i i )  t h e  Government o f  J ama ica ;  

( i v )  t h e  Government o f  T r i n i d a d  and Tobago; 



The S t a n d i n g  Committee of  M i n i s t e r s  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  A g r i c u l k u r e  

mee t ing  i n  B e l i z e  between t h e  25 th  end 27 th  June ,  1975,  ag reed  t o  t h e  

c o r r e c t i o n  of Article 5  by d e l e t i n g  Clause  ( d )  of  paragraph (2). By 

Savingram No. 245/1975 of 1 4 t h  J u l y ,  1975 a l l  Member S t a t e s  were s o  

informed and no d i sagreement  t o  t h e  c o r r e c t i o n  

Re Article 4 

The Governing Body of  t h e  I n s t i t u t e  a t  t h e i r  meet ing i n  Barbados 

i n  May 1983  took  a d e c i s i o n  t o  change t h e  composi t ion o f  t h e  Board 

o f  D i r e c t o r s  o f  t h e  I n s t i t u t e .  T h i s  d e c i s i o n  r e q u i r e d  amendments 

t o  p a r a g r a p h s  1 and 2 o f  A r t i c l e  6 of t h i s  Agreement. By Savingram 

No. 140/1983 of  5  J u l y  1983  Member S t a t e s  were s o  i n f o n e d  and were 

r e q u e s t e d  t o  d e p o s i t  their I n s t r u m e n t  o f  R a t i f i c a t i o n  with t h e  

Car ibbean Community S e c r e t a r i a t .  The abovementioned amendments 

e n t e r e d  i n t o  f o r c e  on 25 J u n e  1984 and a r e  at tachec! h e r e t o .  



( v )  t h e  Governments  of  Dominica,  Grenada ,  S t .  L u c i a  and 

S t .  V i n c e n t ;  

( v i )  t h e  Governments  of A n t i g u a ,  S t .  C h r i s t o p h e r ,  Nev i s  

and  A n g u i l l a ,  Belize and M o n t s e r r a t ;  

( v i i )  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  of Guyana; 

( v i i i )  t h e  C a r i b b e a n  Community S e c r e t a r i a t ;  

( i x )  t h e  C a r i b b e a n  Development  Bank; 

( b )  t h e  Chairman;  

( c )  t h e  E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r  e x  o f f i c i o ;  

( d )  t h r e e  members a p p o i n t e d  by  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  of t h e  West I n d i e s .  

2. S u b j e c t  t o  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  p a r a g r a p h  2 o f  Art ic le  8,  t h e  Chairman 

and t h e  E x e c u t i v a  D i r e c t o r  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  t h e  C a r i b b e a n  

Community S e c r e t a r i a t  and  t h e  C a r i b b e a n  Development  Bank s h a l l  s i t  a s  nan -vo t ing  

Members o f  t h e  Board. 

( a )  A l t e r n a t e  D i r e c t o r s  s h a l l  b e  a p p o i n t e d  by t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  

a u t h o r i t i e s  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  p s r a g r a p h  1 above.  

( b )  D i r e c t o r s  and A l t e r n a t e  D i r e c t o r s  s h a l l  b e  p e r s o n s  o f  

i n t e g r i t y  and h i g h  competence  w i t h  e x t e n s i v e  e x p e r i e n c e  

i n  A g r i c u l t u r e  o r  A g r i c u l t u r a l  r e s e a r c h  and  deve lopmen t  

o r  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o r  b o t h  and s h a l l  b e  s e l e c t e d  w i t h  d u e  

r e g a r d  t o  t h e  p r i n c i p l e  of e q u i t a b l e  g e o g r a p h i c a l  

d i s t r i b u t i o n .  

4 .  D i r e c t o r s  s h e l l  h o l d  o f f i c e  f o r  a  term of  t h r e e  y e a r s  and  s h s l l  b e  

e l i g i b l e  f o r  r e - appo in tmen t .  They s h a l l  c o n t i n u e  i n  o f f i c e  u n t i l  t h e i r  

s u c c e s s o r s  s h a l l  have  been  a p p o i n t e d  end  assumed o f f i c e .  If t h e  o f f i c e  of a 

D i r e c t o r  becomes v a c a n t  b e f o r e  t h e  e x p i r a t i o n  of h i s  term o f  o f f i c e ,  t h e  

vacancy  s h a l l  b e  f i l l e d  by a  new D i r e c t o r  who s h a l l  b e  a p p o i n t e d  i n  t h e  same 

manner a s  h i s  p r e d e c e s s o r  and h e  s h a l l  h o l d  o f f i c e  f o r  t h e  r e m a i n d e r  o f  t h e  

term o f  o f f i c e  o f  h i s  p r e d e c e s s o r .  



ARTICLE 7 

FUNCTIONS AND POWERS OF 

THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

1. The Board of t h e  I n s t i t u t e  s h a l l  be r e s p o n s i b l e ,  s u b j e c t  t o  any  

d i r e c t i o n s  o f  t h e  S t a n d i n g  Committee,  f o r  t h e  g e n e r a l  o p e r a t i o n  of t h e  I n s t i t u t e .  

I t  s h a l l  imp lemen t  t h e  g e n e r a l  p o l i c i e s  of  t h e  I n s t i t u t e  a n d  may g i v e  t h e  

E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r  g e n e r a l  i n s t r u c t i o n s  f o r  t h e  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  of  s u c h  p o l i c i e s .  

2. W i t h o u t  p r e j u d i c e  t o  t h e  f u n c t i o n s  s p e c i f i e d  i n  p a r a g r a p h  1 o f  t h i s  

Article,  t h e  Board s h a l l  - 
( a )  make recommendat ions  t o  t h e  S t a n d i n g  Coinmittee i n  r e s p e c t  o f  

t h e  a p p o i n t m e n t  of t h e  E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r ;  

( b )  r e c e i v e  and  may a p p r o v e  t h e  a n n u a l  r e p o r t  o f  t h e  E x e c u t i v e  

D i r e c t o r  which  s h a l l  i n c l u d e  t h e  f i n a n c i a l  r e p o r t ;  

( c )  make recommendat ions  f o r  t h e  a p p r o v a l  a n n u a l l y  by t h e  

S t a n d i n g  Committee of t h e  work programmes f o r  t h e  n e x t  

f o l l o w i n g  t h r e e  f i n a n c i a l  y e a r s ;  

( d )  make recommendat ions  f o r  t h e  a p p r o v a l  by t h e  S t a n d i n g  

Committee of E s t i m a t e s  o f  E x p e n d i t u r e  and t h e  a u d i t e d  a c c o u n t s  

of t h e  I n s t i t u t e ;  

( e )  a s s i s t  t h e  E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r  i n  s e e k i n g  t h e  s u p p o r t  and 

t h e  r e s o u r c e s  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  t h e  f u l f i l m e n t  of t h e  o b j e c t i v e s  

o f  t h e  I n s t i t u t e ;  

( f )  e x c e p t  a s  is o t h e r w i s e  p r o v i d e d  e x e r c i s e  c o n t r o l  o v e r  a p p o i n t -  

ments  i n c l u d i n g  j o i n t  a p p o i n t m e n t s  and  t e r m i n a t i o n  of a p p o i n t -  

ments ;  

( g )  c a u s e  t o  b e  k e p t  a p p r o p r i a t e  books of  a c c o u n t  which s h a l l  b e  

a u d i t e d  a t  l e a s t  o n c e  a  y e a r  by a n  a u d i t o r  who s h a l l  b e  a 

q u a l i f i e d  and  i n d e p e n d e n t  a c c o u n t a n t  a p p o i n t e d  by t h e  Board 

and s h a l l  a l s o  c a u s e  t o  b e  p r e p a r e d  a n n u a l  a u d i t e d  s t a t e m e n t s  

showing i n  d e t a i l  t h e  income and e x p e n d i t u r e  o f  t h e  I n s t i t u t e  

and t h e  a s s e t s  and  l i a b i l i t i e s  a s  t h e y  s t o o d  a t  t h e  end  o f  t h e  

immed ia t e  p r e c e d i n g  f i n a n c i a l  y e a r ;  

( h )  c a r r y  o u t  s u c h  o t h e r  f u n c t i o n s  a s  t h e  S t a n d i n g  Committee may 

d e l e g a t e  t o  i t  f rom time t o  time. 



3.  The Board may d e l e g a t e  t o  t h e  E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r  s u c h  of  i ts  

f u n c t i o n s  a s  i t  t h i n k s  fit, p r o v i d e d  t h a t  no s u c h  d e l e g a t i o n  s h a l l  p r e c l u d e  

t h e  Board f rom s o  a c t i n g  a t  any t ime  i t  t h i n k s  f i t ,  w i t h o u t  p r e j u d i c e  howevex 

t o  a n y t h i n g  done  by t h e  E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r  u n d e r  t h a t  d e l e g a t i o n .  

ARTICLE 8 

MEETINGS OF THE BOARD 

1. The Board s h a l l  meet a t  l e a s t  twice a y e a r  o r  a s  o f t e n  a s  t h e  b u s i n e s s  

of t h e  I n s t i t u t e  may r e q u i r e .  A m a j o r i t y  of D i r e c t o r s  e n t i t l e d  t o  v o t e  s h a l l  

c o n s t i t u t e  a quorum f o r  a n y  Mee t ings  of t h e  Board. 

2 .  Each D i r e c t o r  e n t i t l e d  t o  v o t e  s h a l l  have  one  v o t e  end t h e  Chairman 

s h a l l  h a v e  a  c a s t i n g  v o t e  on ly .  

S u b j e c t  t o  t h i s  Agreement ,  t h e  Board s h a l l  r e g u l a t e  i t s  own p r o c e d u r e .  

ARTICLE 9 

CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD 

1. The Chairman of t h e  Board s h a l l  b e  a p p o i n t e d  by t h e  S t a n d i n g  Committee 

a f t e r  c o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  recommendat ion  of t h e  Board. 

2 .  The Chairman o f  t h e  Board w h i l e  h o l d i n g  o f f i c e  s h a l l  n o t  b e  a  D i r e c t o r  

o r  A l t e r n a t e  D i r e c t o r  of  a Member S t a t e  o r  any  Body which is r e p r e s e n t e d  on t h e  

Board. 

3. The term of o f f i c e  of  t h e  Chairman s h a l l  b e  f o r  t h r e e  y e a r s  and  h e  

s h a l l  b e  e l i g i b l e  f o r  re -appoin tment .  

The Deputy Chairman s h a l l  b e  e l e c t e d  by t h e  Board from among its Members. 

ARTICLE 1 0  

THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

The d u t i e s  o f  t h e  E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r  s h a l l  i n c l u d e  - 
( a )  t h e  day  t o  day  management a n d  c o n t r o l  of  t h e  I n s t i t u t e :  

( b )  t h e  c o n t r o l  of t h e  e x p e n d i t u r e  of  t h e  f u n d s  o f  t h e  I n s t i t u t e  

wiZhin  t h e  app roved  e s t i m a t e s ;  

( c )  t h e  pe r fo rmance  of  s u c h  f u n c t i o n s  of t h e  Board a s  may be 

d e l e g a t e d  t o  him; 



( d )  t h e  o r g a n i s a t i o n  of  s p e c i a l  programmes and p r o j e c t s  i n  

f u r t h e r a n c e  o f  t h e  o b j e c t s  o f  t h e  I n s t i t u t e ;  

( e )  e n s u r i n g  t h a t  t h e  c o r r e c t  p r o c e d u r e s  a r e  f o l l o w e d  w i t h  

r e s p e c t  t o  a l l  m a t t e r s  w i t h i n  t h e  j o i n t  competence  o f  t h e  

I n s t i t u t e  and t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  t h e  West I n d i e s ;  

( f )  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n ,  e i t h e r  p e r s o n a l l y ,  o r  by a nominee a p p o i n t e d  

by him, upon s u c h  A u t h o r i t i e s ,  Boa rds  o r  Commit tees  of t h e  

U n i v e r s i t y  o f  t h e  West I n d i e s  a s  may b e  a g r e e d  on w i t h  t h e  

U n i v e r s i t y ;  

( g )  t h e  s u b m i s s i o n  of a n  a n n u a l  r e p o r t  t o  t h e  Board;  

( h )  p r e p a r a t i o n  a n n u a l l y  f o r  a p p r o v a l  by t h e  Board of work programmes 

f o r  t h e  n e x t  f o l l o w i n g  t h r e e  f i n a n c i a l  y e a r s ;  

( i )  p r e p a r a t i o n  a n n u a l l y  f o r  t h e  a p p r o v a l  by t h e  Board of D i r e c t o r s , o f  

e s t i m a t e s  of  e x p e n d i t u r e  f o r  t h e  n e x t  f o l l o w i n g  f i n a n c i a l  y e a r .  

2. The E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r  may become a  Member of t h e  Board o f  t h e  F a c u l t y  

of  A g r i c u l t u r e ,  o f  t h e  Academic Board,  S t .  A u g u s t i n e  and of t h e  S e n a t e  o f  t h e  

U n i v e r s i t y .  

3.  I n  t h e  a b s e n c e  o r  t h e  i n c a p a c i t y  of t h e  E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r  o r  w h i l e  

t h a t  o f f i c e  i s  v a c a n t ,  t h e  Board s h a l l  make s u i t a b l e  a r r a n g e m e n t s  f o r  t h e  

c a r r y i n g  o u t  of t h e  d u t i e s  of  t h e  E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r  and s h a l l  s u b m i t  s u c h  

a r r a n g e m e n t s  f o r  t h e  a p p r o v a l  of t h e  S t a n d i n g  Committee. 

ARTICLE 11 -- 
STAFF OF T H E  INSTITUTE 

1. The I n s t i t u t e  s h a l l  a p p o i n t  s u c h  members of i t s  s t a f f  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  

t h e  estimates by t h e  S t a n d i n g  Committee a s  a r e  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  t h e  p e r f o r m a n c e  o f  

i ts  f u n c t i o n s .  

2. A l l  s t a f f  a p p o i n t m e n t s  s h a l l  b e  made s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  terms and  c o n d i t i o n s  

o f  s e r v i c e  d e t e r m i n e d  by t h e  Board. 



ARTICLE 12 

REVENUE 

The revenue of the  I n s t i t u t e  s h a l l  be der ived from - 
(a)  t h e  annual c o n t r i b u t i o n s  o f  Member States; 

(b )  such c o n t r i b u t i o n s  as may be made by o-ther States whether 

w i t h i n  o r  ou ts ide  t h e  Region; 

( c )  such grants as may be made from any source f o r  the  f i n a n c i n g  

of s p e c i a l  research, development o r  teaching p r o j e c t s  o r  f o r  

fe l lowships;  

(d )  such fees as may be determined from t ime t o  t ime by t h e  Board 

as fees payable t o  the  I n s t i t u t e ;  

( e l  payments made t o  t h e  I n s t i t u t e  i n  cons idera t ion  of consultancy 

serv ices  prov ided through the  I n s t i t u t e ;  

( f )  income from any o the r  sources. 

ARTICLE 13 

LOCATION OF THE INSTITUTE 

1. The Headquarters o f  the I n s t i t u t e  s h a l l  be l oca ted  i n  T r i n i d a d  and 

Tobago. 

2. The Execut ive D i r e c t o r  s h a l l  negot ia te  s u i t a b l e  arrangements w i t h  the 

U n i v e r s i t y  of the  West I nd ies  f o r  the establ ishment of the Headquarters of t h e  

I n s t i t u t e  a t  t h e  S t .  Augustine Campus of t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  of the  West Indies. 

3.  The conolus ion of such arrangements s h a l l  be sub jec t  t o  the  approval  

o f  the  Standing Committee. 

4. The I n s t i t u t e  may e s t a b l i s h  i n  any Member Sta te  such o the r  research 

s t a t i o n s  as may be deemed necessary by the  Board, 

ARTICLE 14 

RELATIONS WITH THE UNIVERSITY 

The I n s t i t u t e  s h a l l  seek such a f f i l i a t i o n  w i t h  the U n i v e r s i t y  as w i l l  

promote t h e  achievement of i t s  object ives.  



ARTICLE 1 5  

LEGAL STATUS 

The I n s t i t u t e  s h a l l  p o s s e s s  f u l l  j u r i d i c a l  p e r s o n a l i t y .  

2. The I n s t i t u t e  s h a l l  e n j o y  i n  e a c h  Member S t a t e  s u c h  l e g a l  s t a t u s  and  

l e g a l  c a p a c i t y  a s  may be n e c e s s a r y  f o r  t h e  f u l f i l m e n t  of i t s  o b j e c t i v e s  and t h e  

e x e r c i s e  of i t s  f u n c t i o n s .  I n  p a r t i c u l a r  t h e  I n s t i t u t e  s h a l l  have  t h e  c a p a c i t y  t o  - 
( a )  c o n t r a c t ;  

( b )  a c q u i r s  and  d i s p o s e  of moveable  and immovable p r o p e r t y ;  

( c )  i n s t i t u t e  l e g a l  p r o c e e d i n g s .  

3 .  The I n s t i t u t e  s h a l l  e n j o y  i n  e a c h  Member S t a t e  s u c h  p r i v i l e g e s  and 

i m m u n i t i e s  a s  may b e  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  t h e  f u l f i l m e n t  o f  i t s  o b j e c t i v e s  and  t h e  

e x e r c i s e  of i ts  f u n c t i o n s .  

4. The I n s t i t u t e  may c o - o p e r a t e  w i t h  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  o r g a n i s a t i o n s  a c t i v e  

i n  s i m i l a r  f i e l d s  and may s e e k  a l l  a p p r o p r i a t e  c o n t a c t s  w i t h  a  v i e w  t o  c o o p e r a t i n g  

w i t h  o t h e r  I n s t i t u t i o n s  i n  similar f i e l d s .  

Upon t h e  e n t r y  i n t o  f o r c e  of t h i s  Agreement  - 
( a )  a l l  p r o p e r t y  of e v e r y  k i n d  w h a t s o e v e r  which was v e s t e d  i m m e d i a t e l y  

b e f o r e  t h e  e n t r y  i n t o  f o r c e  of t h i s  Agreement ,  i n  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  

o f  t h e  West I n d i e s  o r  any  o t h e r  I n s t i t u t i o n  on b e h a l f  of t h e  

R e g i o n a l  R e s e a r c h  C e n t r e  s h e l l  be t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  and b e  v e s t e d  

i n  t h e  I n s t i t u t e  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e s  o f  t h i s  Agreement. 

( b )  a l l  r i g h t s ,  p r i v i l e g e s ,  a d v a n t a g e s ,  l i a b i l i t i e s  and  o b l i g a t i o n s  

t h a t  i m m e d i a t e l y  b e f o r e  t h e  e n t r y  i n t o  f o r c e  o f  t h i s  Agreement 

were e n j o y e d  by o r  imposed upon t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  t h e  West I n d i e s  

on b e h a l f  o f  t h e  R e g i o n a l  R e s e a r c h  C e n t r e  a r e  h e r e b y  c o n f e r r e d  

upon o r  imposed upon t h e  I n s t i t u t e  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e s  o f  t h i s  Agreement. 

ARTICLE 16  

DISPUTES 

1. If  a  d i s p u t e  s h o u l d  ar ise between t h e  I n s t i t u t e  and a  Member S t a t e  o r  

any  of t h e  A u t h o r i t i e s  r e p r e s e n t e d  on t h e  Board ,  s u c h  d i s p u t e  s h a l l  b e  s u b m i t t e d  

t o  a r b i t r a t i o n  by a  T r i b u n a l  of t h r e e  A r b i t r a t o r s .  Each p a r t y  s h a l l  a p p o i n t  one  

a r b i t r a t o r  and t h e  two a r b i t r a t o r s  s h e l l  a p p o i n t  a  t h i r d  who s h a l l  b e  Chairman. 

I f  w i t h i n  30 d a y s  of t h e  r e q u e s t  f o r  a r b i t r a t i o n  e i t h e r  p a r t y  h a s  n o t  a p p o i n t e d  

a n  a r b i t r a t o r ,  o r  if w i t h i n  1 5  d a y s  o f  t h e  e p p o i n t m e n t  o f  t h e  s econd  a r b i t r a t o r ,  

t h e  t h i r d  a r b i t r a t o r  h a s  n o t  been a p p o i n t e d  e i t h e r  p a r t y  may r e q u e s t  t h e  S e c r e t a r y -  

G e n e r a l  o f  t h e  C a r i b b e a n  Community t o  a p p o i n t  a n  a r b i t r a t o r , .  



2. The p rocedure  of t h e  a r b i t r a t i o n  s h a l l  be f i x e d  by t h e  a r b i t r a t o r s .  

However, t h e  t h i r d  a r b i t r a t o r  s h a l l  be empowered t o  s u p p l y  a l l  r u l e s  of 

p rocedure  i n  any c a s e  o f  d i sagreement  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t h e r e t o .  

3. The m a j o r i t y  v o t e  of t h e  a r b i t r a t o r s  s h a l l  be s u f f i c i e n t  t o  r e a c h  

a  d e c i s i o n  which s h a l l  be f i n a l  and b i n d i n g  upon t h e  p a r t i e s .  

ARTICLE 1 7  

IMPLEMENTATION 

Member S t a t e s  s h a l l  t a k e  a l l  s t e p s  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  t h e  implementa t ion  

of t h i s  Agreement. 

ARTICLE 18 

SIGNATURE 

T h i s  Agreement e h a l l  be d e p o s i t e d  w i t h  t h e  S e c r e t a r f a t  o f  t h e  

Car ibbean Community ( h e r e i n a f t e r  r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  " t h e  D e p o s i t a r y v )  and s h a l l  

be  open f o r  s i g n a t u r e  u n t i l  t h e  e n t r y  i n t o  f o r c e  o f  t h i s  Agreement, by any o f  

t h e  S t a t e s  l i s t e d  i n  t h e  Annex t o  t h i s  Agreement ( h e r e i n a f t e r  r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  

" t h e  Annex'). 

ARTICLE 19 

RATIFICATION 

T h i s  Agreement and any amendments t h e r e t o  s h a l l  be s u b j e c t  t o  

r a t i f i c a t i o n  by t h e  s i g n a t o r i e s  i n  accordance  w i t h  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  

procedures .  I n s t r u m e n t s  of R a t i f i c a t i o n  s h a l l  be  d e p o s i t e d  w i t h  t h e  D e p o s i t a r y  

which s h a l l  t r a n s m i t  c e r t i f i e d  c o p i e s  t o  each  Member S t a t e .  

ARTICLE 20 

ENTRY INTO FORCE 

T h i s  Agreement s h a l l  e n t e r  i n t o  f o r c e  by t h e  d e p o s i t  of t h e  I n s t r u m e n t s  

o f  R a t i f i c a t i o n  i n  accordance  w i t h  A r t i c l e  1 9  by s i x  of t h e  S t a t e s  l i s t e d  i n  t h e  

Annex i n c l u d i n g  Barbados, Guyana, Jamaica  and T r i n i d a d  end Tobago. 

ARTICLE 2 1  

ACCESSION 

1. Any S t a t e  l i s t e d  i n  t h e  Annex which, upon t h e  e n t r y  i n t o  f o r c e  o f  t h i s  

Agreement h a s  not  s i g n e d  t h i s  Agreement i n  accordance  w i t h  A r t i c l e  1 8  and which 

wishes  t o  become a  Member a f t e r  t h a t  d a t e  may accede  t o  t h e  Agreement by d e p o s i t  



af appropriate Instruments of Accession with the Depositary. 

2 .  Any State other than States listed in the Annex which beoomes a 

Member or Associate Member of the Caribbean Community may accede to the 

Agreement. 

3. Admission to Membership under paragraph 2 of this Article shall 

be upon such terms and conditions as the Standing Committee may decide and 

shall take effect from the date on which the appropriate Instrument of 

Accession is deposited with the Depositary. 

ARTI"C.LE 22 

AMENDMENT 

1. Any Member State may make proposals for amending this Agreement. 

Such proposals shall be submitted to the Standing Committee for its approval 

through the Depositary. 

2 .  Any proposed amendment that is approved by the Standing Committee 

shall be submitted to each Member State for ratification. 

3 .  Any such amendment shall enter into force upon the deposit of the 

Instruments of Ratification by all Member States. 

ARTICLE 23 

WITHDRAWAL 

1. Any Member State may withdraw from this Agreement by giving not less 

than 12 months notice in writing to the Depositary which shall forthwith notify 

other Member States. 

2.  A Member State withdrawing undertakes to honour any financial 

obligations duly assumed during its participation in this Agreement. 

ARTICLE 24 

INAUGURAL MEETING 

As soon as this Agreement enters into force, each Member State 

together with the Authorities represented on the Board shall appoint the 

Directors of the Board in accordance with Article 6 and the Secretary-General 

of the Caribbean Community shall call the Inaugural Meeting of the Board b f  

Directors. 
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A N N E X  

LIST OF STATES 

Ant igua 

Barbados 

B e l i z e  

Dominica 

Grenada 

Guyana 

Jamaica  

M o n t s e r r a t  

S t .  Christopher-Nevis-Anguilla 

St .  Lucia  

S t .  Vincent  

T r i n i d a d  and Tobago 



IN WITNESS WHEREOF t h e  u n d e r s i g n e d ,  b e i n g  d u l y  a u t h o r i s e d  t h e r e t o  

by t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  Governments ,  h a v e  a f f i x e d  t h e i r  s i g n a t u r e s  t o  t h i s  Agreement ,  

Done a t  Georgetown, t h i s  3% day  o f  December, One t h o u s a n d  n i n e  hundred  

and  seventy- four , ,  

i n  a  s i n g l e  copy which s h a l l  b e  d e p o s i t e d  w i t h  t h e  Commonwealth C a r i b b e a n  R e g i o n a l  

S e c r e t a r i a t  which  s h a l l  t r a n s m i t  c e r t i f i e d  c o p i e s  t o  a l l  t h e  C o n t r a c t i n g  S t a t e s .  

S i g n e d  by  

F o r  t h e  Government o f  An t igua ,  on  

a t  

S i g n e d  by 

V 

S i g n e d  by 

S i g n e d  by 

F o r  t h e  Government o f  Dominica,  on 

a t  

S i g n e d  by 
\ 

F o r  t h e  Government of Grenada ,  on  * &---- LV, 14 

S i g n e d  by 
4 ? d  f ? 7 q  

F o r  t h e  Gov++nment' of Guyana, 

F o r  t h e  Government of J a m a i c a ,  on  
I 

S i g n e d  by 

F o r  t h e  Government o f  M o n t s e r r a t ,  on 

S i g n e d  by 

F o r  t h e  Government o f  S t .  Christopher-Nevis-Anguilla, on  



S i g n e d  by 
_-C-C- 

For (he ~ o v e m n m e ; q  S t .  Lusis, on $fl&&l& 7 7 7f 

S i g n e d  by 

For t h e  Government o f  S t .  V incent ,  on 

S igned  by 

For t h e  Government o f  Tr in idad  and Tobago, on 5% 2&, f l  7&./ 



ARTICLE 5 

GOVERNING BOOY OF THE INSTITUTE 

1. The S tand ing  Committee of M i n i s t e r s  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  

A g r i c u l t u r e  ( h e r e i n a f t e r  r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  "The S tand ing  Committee") 

s h a l l  b e  t h e  Governing body of t h e  I n s t i t u t e .  

2. Without p r e j u d i c e  ta t h e  g e n e r a l i t i e s  of  paragraph  1 of 

t h i s  Article t he  S tand ing  Committee s h a l l  have t h e  power t o  - 

( a )  g i v e  g e n e r a l  o r s p e c i f i c  p o l i c y  d i r e c t i o n s  t o  t h e  

Board of D i r e c t o r s ;  

( b )  appo in t  an  Execu t ive  D i r e c t o r  a f t e r  it has  cons ide r ed  

t h e  recommendation of the Board o f  D i r e c t o r s  and h a s  

consu l t ed  with  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  t h e  West Ind iea ;  

( c )  appo in t  t h e  Chairman of  t h e  Board of D i r e c t o r s ;  

(d) a u t h o r i s e  agreements t o  be e n t e r e d  i n t o  wi th  t h i r d  

c o u n t r i e s  o r  o t h e r  e n t i t i e s ;  

( e l  approve t h e  budget of t h e  I n s t i t u t e  t o  be p repared  

annua l l y  f o r  t h e  nex t  fo l lowing  t h r e e  f i n a n c i a l  y e a r s ;  

( f )  approve the  work programmes annua l l y  f o r  t h e  n e x t  

fo l lowing  t h s e a  f i n a n c i a l  yea r s .  

ARTICLE 6 

MEMBERSHIP Of THE BOARD 

1. The composi t ion o f  t h e  Board of D i r e c t o r s  ( h e r e i n a f t e r  

r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  "The Board") s h a l l  be as fo l l ows  - 

( a )  One Member nominated by - 
( i )  t h e  Government of Barbados; 

( i i )  t h e  Government of Be l ize ;  

( i i i f  t h s  Government of Guyana; 

( i v )  t h e  Government of Jamaica; 



( v )  t h e  Government o f  T r i n i d a d  and Tobago; 

( v i )  t h e  Governmen* of Dominica, Grenada, S a i n t  Lucia  

and S a i n t  Vincent  and t h e  Grenadines;  

( v i i )  t h e  Governments o f  Antigua,  S a i n t  C h r i s t o p h e r  

and Nevis and Montse r ra t ;  

( v i i i )  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  of Guyana; 

( i x )  t h e  Caribbean Community S e c r e t a r i a t ;  

( X I  t h e  Car ibbean Development Bank; 

( x i )  t h e  Caribbean Food Corpora t ion ;  

The C h a i m a n ;  

( c )  The Execu t ive  D i r e c t o r  ex  o f f i c i o ;  

( d )  One Member appo in ted  by t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  of 

t h e  West Ind ies .  

2. S u b j e c t  t o  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  of paragraph 2 of A r t i c l e  8, t h e  

Chairman and t h e  E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  

of t h e  Car ibbean Community S e c r e t a r i a t ,  t h e  Car ibbean Development 

Bank and t h e  Car ibbean Food Corpora t ion  s h a l l  sit a s  non-voting 

Members o f t  he  Board. 

( a )  A l t e r n a t e  D i r e c t o r s  s h a l l  be  appo in ted  by t h e  

a p p r o p r i a t e  a u t h o r i t i e s  i n  accordance w i t h  

paragraph 1 above. 

( b )  D i r e c t o r s  and A l t e r n a t e  D i r e c t o r s  s h a l l  be pe rsons  

of i n t e g r i t y  and h igh  competence w i t h  e x t e n s i v e  

e x p e r i e n c e  i n  A g r i c u l t u r e  o r  A g r i c u l t u r a l  r e s e a r c h  

and development o r  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o r  both and s h a l l  

b e  s e l e c t e d  w i t h  due r e g a r d  to t h e  p r i n c i p l e  of 

e q u i t a b l e  g e o g r a p h i c a l  d i s t r i b u t i o n .  

4. D i r e c t o r s  s h a l l  ho ld  o f f i c e  f o r  a termof t h r e e  y e a r s  and s h a l l  

be  e l i g i b l e  f o r  re-appointment.  They s h a l l  c o n t i n u e  i n  o f f i c e  u n t i l  

t h e i r  s u c c e s s o r s  s h a l l  have been appo in ted  and assumed o f f i c e .  li 

t h e  o f f i c e  of a Director becomes v a c a n t  b e f o r e  t h e  e x p i r a t i o n  of h i s  

term of o f f i c e ,  t h e  vacancy s h a l l  be  f i l l e d  by a new D i r e c t o r  who 

s h a l l  be  appo in ted  i n  t h e  same manner a s  h i s  p r e d e c e s s o r  and h e  s h a l l  

h o l d  o i f i c e  f o r  t h e  remainder  of t h e  term o f  o f f i c e  o f  h i s  p redecessor .  


